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1. Introduction to Kidney Research UK and the Dialysis Competition  

As the leading kidney research charity in the UK, nothing is going to stop us in our 
urgent mission to end kidney disease. We’re here to be heard, to make a difference, 
to change the future. This is a disease that ruins and destroys lives. It must be 
stopped. 

Our vision is to free lives from kidney disease. There are currently 850 million people 
worldwide living with kidney disease. The UK accounts for over three million of those 
affected, a third of whom don’t know they are at risk. We fund research into all 
aspects of kidney disease – from understanding the condition, to how we prevent 
and treat it.  We want to discover better, kinder treatments. 

Research has given us life-saving kidney transplants, dialysis machines that filter the 
blood when the kidneys fail, and drugs to keep us going. But these treatments come 
at a cost. They can be gruelling, confining and relentless.   

Around 30,000 people in the UK rely on dialysis to stay alive. This brings life-
changing challenges with treatment and monitoring schedules, dietary and lifestyle 
restrictions, medications and side-effects. The repeated stress on the body from 
dialysis affects key organs such as the heart, brain, liver and gut.  

We want to: 

• Make dialysis a kinder and more tolerable treatment 

• Reduce the risk of developing other diseases and infections 

• Support decision-making and access to different dialysis modalities 

• Make sure that dialysis is started in the best way for each patient 

• Reduce the environmental impact of dialysis. 

The Kidney Research UK Dialysis Competition will drive our priority of transforming 
all forms of renal dialysis. Furthermore, it will also support our work within the areas 
of treatment and protection as well as supporting health equality, providing greater 
efficiency and improved outcomes for patients.   

  
 

2. What does the Dialysis Competition offer?   

The Dialysis Competition offers six awards, worth £30,000 each, to transform 

dialysis for kidney patients.  

Each successful applicant will receive £25,000 to progress their innovation, and 

attendance for two representatives - at an ‘academy programme’ worth £5,000.  

The academy programme has been designed to introduce the process of 

commercialisation to research scientists, developers and engineers in an informative 

and accessible way within an enjoyable and supportive team-based environment. 

Feedback from previous participants includes:  

 

“A fantastic program to get scientists thinking in the commercial headspace. 

Gives you confidence that you could undertake the spin-out process” 

  



   
 

   
 

“The Academy provided critical introductory vocabulary and concepts from the 

academic research: business interface. Importantly, the Spin Up Science 

Team conveyed realistically the commitment required to spin out, as well as 

the excitement/sense of achievement possible if you can make it work” 

 

The academy programme introduces translational research and commercialisation t. 

It is a series of sessions that focuses on building the knowledge and understanding 

required to further an innovation’s potential to become a commercial product.  

The programme delivery features practical advice, opportunities to apply learning, 

and the chance to develop useful contacts for support when advancing innovations. 

The academy programme will commence in Spring 2023 and will consist of online 

training sessions and face to face events (see FAQ). 

Each successful applicant will receive £12,500 upon execution of the funding 

agreement with Kidney Research UK. On completion of the academy programme, 

the balance of £12,500 will be paid. The duration of the award is 24 months from 

written notification of the award and the successful applicant will use their best 

endeavours to complete the development work stated in their application within this 

period.   

Throughout the project duration, Kidney Research UK will continue to engage with 

competition winners to ascertain project progress, future funding, and investment 

requirements. If the funded project results in the creation of a spin-out company, 

Kidney Research UK will receive first refusal on any such investment requirements 

for a 5-year period and begin discussions or evaluation within 30 days of being 

notified. Payment of the second instalment is not dependent on there being 

investment opportunities for the charity.  

  

3. What kind of projects is the Kidney Research UK Dialysis Competition 
aiming to support?   

Kidney Research UK’s Dialysis Competition aims to accelerate the development and 
availability of transformational innovations which will improve the lives of kidney 
patients receiving haemodialysis or peritoneal dialysis.  

We are seeking opportunities specifically for patients receiving haemodialysis or 
peritoneal dialysis modalities that will: 

• Advance the equipment, monitoring and access for dialysis patients   

• Address recognition of symptoms and the harmful side effects of dialysis  

• Support dialysis patients to self-monitor and self-manage their physical or 

mental health in a way that is safe, reliable and inclusive  

• Provide new interventions to improve shared decision-making for patients, 

carers and health professionals 

• Demonstrate potential cost benefits or cost reduction associated with 

dialysis   

• Reduce the environmental impact of dialysis  



   
 

   
 

• Support dialysis patients with multiple health conditions who experience 

fragmented care pathways: in particular, poorly served and under-represented 

groups. 

• Improve quality of life for dialysis patients 

 

This competition will identify the innovations and people who can help to realise this 

ambition, by providing support for the next stage of development, through the 

training offered by the Academy Programme and by continued engagement with 

Kidney Research UK to explore future investment and collaboration towards use in 

the clinic or in the community. 

Out of scope:  

• Drug discovery research 

• Qualitative research. 

  

4. What are the eligibility requirements? 

Applications are welcome from research scientists, developers and engineers who 

are funded by organisations, institutes and SMEs.  

The lead applicant must be UK based.  

Previous applicants to Kidney Research UK grants round are eligible to apply. 

Subject to the below eligibility requirements. 

Applicants who have applied to a previous Kidney Research UK competition and 

who were unsuccessful are invited to reapply. If submitting a similar project, we 

encourage you to highlight changes made since your previous application. 

Applicants who have applied to a previous Kidney Research UK competition and 

who were successful are eligible to apply providing the project is substantially 

different from the previous application and the proposed attendees of the academy 

programme have not attended previously.  

Applicants who are currently in receipt of research grant funding from Kidney 

Research UK are eligible to apply providing the project is a distinct innovation which 

will only be progressed with the support of this award. This may or may not have 

arisen from their currently funded research project. 

To maximise the impact of the academy programme, we ask applicants to propose 

the names of two attendees and to describe the benefits of their participation. 

Academy attendees must be active in the project or wider programme of work and 

must be funded by the by organisations, institutes and SMEs  

 

5. Application and review process   

All applications must be submitted through the IN-PART Discover Academic 

Dashboard.  



   
 

   
 

Applications must be endorsed by an appropriate official from your organisation, 

institute or SME with authority to endorse your application and who will administer 

the resulting grant. Please ensure that the official is aware that you are using their 

details in this application and that we will be in contact with them. 

Applications will be reviewed by an expert panel. Following an initial assessment, up 

to 12 applicants will be invited to present their projects to a panel in January 2023 

where the winning 6 applicants will be selected. All review panel members will be 

required to sign a confidentiality agreement before undertaking any evaluation of 

applications. 

 

The deadline for applications is Monday 7th November 2022 

 

6. Terms of funding 

Each successful award will be subject to acceptance of the non-negotiable terms of 

the Dialysis Competition funding agreement. Awards must be accepted within thirty 

(30) days of the written notification of the award. 

These terms will set the obligations of the parties concerning the funding award and 

the delivery of the project and attendance at the academy programme. 

Applicants acknowledge that the award may be withheld or terminated if the 

representatives of the successful award do not complete the academy programme. 

Successful applicants will be expected to provide the required support and enabling 

resources to ensure the timely start of the project.   

A copy of the agreement which includes the intellectual property (IP) information can 

be found here. 

 
  

https://www.kidneyresearchuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Dialysis-Competition-Funding-Agreement.pdf


   
 

   
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1) What type of information would a great submission include? 

• A clear outline of how the project could improve the life of a kidney patient 

receiving renal dialysis and what the innovation would offer that is novel 

• A summary of supporting pilot data (max 2 pages) 

• How this award would take the project to the next level 

• Where this innovation would fit in the patient care pathway 

• A proposed budget for the development work 

• The proposed attendees of the Academy Programme and how they would 

benefit 

• The applicant’s short CV (max 2 pages).  

 

2) How much is the maximum funding available per project, and is there a 

term limit on how long research collaborations might last? 

• The award includes £25,000 funding and attendance at the Academy 

Programme 

• The duration of the award is 24 months from written notification of the award. 

Successful applicants must attend the whole Academy Programme as 

described and use their best endeavours to complete the development work 

stated in their application within this duration. 

 

3) What would IP rights be? 

Funding will be provided subject to Kidney Research UK’s “Intellectual 

Property Provisions” applying to grant funding. A copy of this can be found in 

the funding agreement. 

 

4) Would you be interested in funding studentships/postdocs? 

No. The Dialysis Competition provides funding to progress an innovation to 

the next stage of development and supports researchers to understand the 

commercialisation process. Information on our research projects and career 

grant funding can be found at 

https://www.kidneyresearchuk.org/research/research-grants/. 

 

https://www.kidneyresearchuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Dialysis-Competition-Funding-Agreement.pdf
https://www.kidneyresearchuk.org/research/research-grants/


   
 

   
 

5) Given the open nature of how your collaborations may look, is there a 

theoretical point where the research would be considered too early 

stage? For example, are you interested in funding validation studies? 

• These awards are aimed at progressing innovations which are at the stage 

of proof of concept or laboratory prototype or beyond. 

• Alternative options for research funding are through our grants rounds.  

https://www.kidneyresearchuk.org/research/research-grants/. 

• We may be interested in funding validation studies. However, applicants 

must demonstrate that, with any novel technology/device, they have 

appropriately considered current requirements for adoption by the NHS. 

 

6) Are there also any studies you would deem to be too late stage? 

No. 

 

7) How many proposals or submissions do you expect to engage with for 

next steps? 

Approximately 12 applicants will be invited to present to the Dragon’s Den and 

of those, we anticipate making 6 awards. 

 

8) When would we expect to hear back about our submission? 

Those invited to participate in our Dragon’s Den will be notified by w/c Friday 

6th January 2023. 

 

9) What can I expect from the Academy Programme/what are the incentives 

of attending? Who should attend? 

The Academy programme provides training in the development and 

commercialisation of research innovations in a supportive and informative 

environment.  Attendees will benefit from highly experienced trainers, gain 

practical experience of developing and pitching a proposal, and network with 

representatives from bioindustries, investors and the other award winners.  

Attendees who would most benefit are those who are involved or aligned with 

the project and who are at a stage of their career where they could drive 

progression of the innovation from within their organisation, institute or SME. 

Previously, the programme comprised the training and face-to-face events 

below.  

• Pioneer – a series of 6 x 1-hour sessions: The practical knowledge and 

understanding of how to drive forward innovation 

https://www.kidneyresearchuk.org/research/research-grants/


   
 

   
 

• Spark – 1-day workshop: One-day ‘crash course’ in spotting opportunities  

• Ignition – 2-day workshop: Business-building bootcamp 

• Start-Up Experience – 5-day residential workshop:  Immersive experience of 

life in a start-up  

We are currently reviewing the delivery schedule for the programme in 

response to feedback and to maximise networking opportunities. 

 

10) What will the funding cover? For example, will it cover gathering proof-

of-concept data? 

Please see question 5. 

11) Are applications with an international partner eligible? 

The funding will be awarded to the lead applicant from a UK organisation, 

institute or SME. A proportion of the award may be passed on to an 

international partner if that is required to progress the development project. 

 

12) Who be on the review panel? 

Applications will be reviewed by an expert panel which will comprise patients, 

laboratory and clinical researchers, staff members, industry and investor 

representatives. All review panel members will be required to sign a confidentiality 

agreement before undertaking any evaluation of applications. 

 


